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peace, who believed that Czecho-Slovakia was being broken up and
handed over to Hitler to save peace, who believed that Japan was
being " appeased " to save peace.

The result was that the British, the French and the American
imperialists went on with their perilous game of strengthening their
fascist rivals in the hope that they would dutifully attack the Soviet
Union. These plans ended, of course, in a fiasco. Hitler did not feel
himself strong enough yet to attack the Soviet Union ; Stalin's warn-
ing against people pushing " their pigs* snouts into the Soviet garden",
had, it seems, gone home for the time being. Germany preferred,
therefore, to sign a non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union and
attacked Poland.

British and French imperialists told the world that they were
fighting against Hitlerism, for freedom and democracy, and for
Poland. In reality, they were doing nothing of the sort. They were
indignant because Hitler had " betrayed '* them by refusing then to
attack the U. S.S. R. and play the role of junior partner in their
scheme of world domination. It was on both sides a war for supre-
macy, for colonies, raw materials and markets. For nearly nine
months, however, it was a phoney war, for the Anglo-French ruling
class got the war in a manner they had not bargained for. Even
after the outbreak of war, therefore, they tried to shift the centre of
gravity, provoke Finland to fight the U. S. S. R. and openly supported
it, and staked on themselves being involved in a war with the Soviets
with a view to encouraging Germany also to get into it. These efforts
proved unavailing, and the new world crisis sharpened.3-

The maturity of our national movement is witnessed by the fact
that contrary to the state of things in 1914, when not only the Princes
and the puppets in India but also the best-known leaders rallied to
the support of the British Empire and the deep mass discontent
slowly developed over a period of years, the conflict between the
Indian national movement and the British Government was open and
sharp in the very first weeks of the war in 1939.

Within a few hours of the declaration of war, the Viceroy,
without any consultation with the representatives of the people, pro-
claimed India as a belligerent. A Government of India Amendment
Act was rushed through the British Parliament in eleven minutes, and
the Viceroy was authorised to override the provisions of the Constitu-
tion even in respect of provincial autonomy. The Defence of India

i See P.O. Joshi's article "Peaca  Front to People's War",  od. G, Adhikari